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CONFIDENTIAL
- OPERATIONS COORDINATING BOARD
WASHINGTON, D C.

March 16, 1954

MEMORANDUM FOR THE BOARD ASSISTANTS

SUBJECT 3 FCDA Release on Proposed Nation-Wide Civil Defense
Exercises, .

References NSC Action Nﬂ. 1061, "Nation—Wide Civil Defense
Exerclsot

NSC Action Nog 1061, "Nation=Wide Civil Defense Exorcise"-prﬂvides

that
"Timing of the publisc annnunsement af the

exercise, as woll as the general line tn be taken by

publicity about it will be enardinated by the Operations

Cnordinating Board.” |

FCDA representative has requested OCB action to clear the attached
draft nows release for immediate issuance t» the press, The "nrking
Group on the Implementation of the President's UNGA speech, chaired
by Mre Co Ds Jackson, although not formally charged with responsibility
in this matter, has considered and approved the text an the basis that
no foreseqable influence on foreign climate of opin;nn can be antieci-
pateds The FCDA representative advises that expeditinus actinn on this
release is requested at this time in view of the fact that garbled
versions of the fortheoming test have already appeared in Chicage
ﬁewspapers and in press wire servicess FCDA is currently receiving
inquiries regarding the propnsed test. Approval for immediate release
of the attached would expedite civil defense planning and avaid

public eonfusion regarding the actual date and purpese of the exercise,
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Becommendation

It 1s recommended that the Beard Assistants on behalf of their
principals approve the issuance of the attached at the meeting of
the Board Assistants an Priday, March 19,

Elmep B. Staats
Executive Officeor

Attachment s

Proposed Initial FCDA Press Release
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PROPOSED INITIAL FCDA PRESS RELEASE ON NATIONWIDE
CIVIL DEFENSE EXERCISE STATED FOR JUNE 14-15
For Immediate Release
A nationwide eivil defense training exefoise will be cnnduected
June 14 and 15, aceording to announcement tnday by the Federal Civil
Defenge Administrations
All 48 States, as well as Hawail, Puorte Rico, and Alaska, will
participate in the test, FCDA reportede
This test is a'rnuting augmentation of existing test programs, It
is not accasioned by any inerease of alarm within the United States or
the fres world, EPG exercise wili be based on a hypothetical atomie

attack on 42 33&#%%%& target areas in this country and an Honolulu,

25X1A

Hawali, and San Juan, Puerto Ricoe. -

For the purposes of the test, it will Be assumed that an attack on

the enntinental United States and on Alaska will be carried out by

5Fraircraft carrying atomie weapons, The attack on

N@\Wﬂﬁw Hawall and Puerto Rico suppmsedly will be made by guided missiles
\;;;r with atomic warheads launched frem submarine without warninge
O}PM%L ' The purpnse of the exercise is to 1ncrease‘the operational |
efficiency of all civil defense organizations--lacal, state, regional,
and natinnal to~pr6vide realistic training, The exércise is designed

also to disclose weaknosses in emergency operatisns and indicate where

imprnvemehts are required,
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The Department of Defense, Office of Defense Mbbilizatinn, Federal
Communlcatinns Commission, and other agencies will conperate with FCDA
in conducting the test. -AwmyArem Crmmands“and other military sstablish=
mentswWiII also participabe. "sz;;gzﬁEa"that Canada also will éonperate
in the tegts | '

FCDA pointed nut that the nbject of the exercise was the training
of civil defense personnel and any public participatisn would be at the
discretion of State e¢ivil derense directors,

The exercise will start in the target cities with the simulated
attack, followed by assessment of hypnthetical casualties and damége,

,and determination of the assistance required. This infarmation will then
be transmitted to State control centers and thence tn reglonal and natinnal
headquarters which will analyze the situation and determine sctions
required tn provide necessary assistance. Resnurces hypothetically
utilized will be thnse assumed t» be available at the time of the exer=
cise, as shown by civil defense inventnories and stockpilesg,

Althinugh numersus exercises invalving local and State, State and
reginnal, and regional and national civil defense organizations have been
conducted, the coming test will be the first in which all the States
will teke part at the same time.
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